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Open Doors Philippines
is a ministry serving
persecuted Christians and
churches worldwide.

WILL YOU HELP YOUR PERSECUTED FAMILY TODAY?
Open Doors Philippines strengthens persecuted Christians in over 60 countries through
Bible and literature distribution, trainings, socio-economic development projects, relief
efforts, and many others.

Here’s how you can help:
1. Open Doors Website
Go to https://donation.opendoors.ph/

If you have any questions
about the work of Open
Doors Philippines or
would like to hear more
about the persecuted
church, please do get in
touch.

3. Bank of the Philippine Islands
(BPI)
Account name: Open Doors with
Brother Andrew, Inc.
PHP Account Number: 1991-0028-35
USD Account Number: 1994-0068-23
Swift code: BOPIPHMM

5. GCash
Send to Bank: BPI or BDO (then fill in
our bank details; don’t include “INC” in
the account name)
Express Send: 0998-8830821
6. Mail (Check)
Payable to: Open Doors with Brother
Andrew, Inc.
Send to: PO Box 1573, QCCPO 1155,
Quezon City, Philippines
7. Giving Hero Mobile App
Download the “Giving Hero” mobile
app via Google Play/Apple Store and
look for Open Doors PH.
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We also mobilize the
church in the Philippines
to serve Christians
living under religious
persecution.

GCash

2. BDO Unibank, Inc. (BDO)
Account Name: Open Doors with
Brother Andrew, Inc.
Account Number: 003640583218

4. PayPal
Go to https://donation.opendoors.ph.

We supply Bibles,
leadership training,
literacy programs,
livelihood support, and
advocacy services.

CONTACT US:
*Gemafe Gayondato is the official
representative of Open Doors PH

Giving Hero

Open Doors Philippines
(+632) 8924-4381 to 82
(+63) 998-883-0821
philippines@od.org

FIND US ON:

Solid Kapamilya!

BJ’s Corner

Sorry, mga Kapatid at Kapuso. But don’t worry, this is not about
ABS-CBN vs GMA vs TV5, but how ‘solid’ family members we
can be to our persecuted family.
In this year’s third issue of the Open Doors Magazine, you will
find the story of Ruslan* from Central Asia, a courageous brother
who regularly ‘invites’ persecution each time he welcomes into
his home those we call secret believers – new converts and
believers living in isolation because of their faith in Jesus. His
doors are always open for a cup of tea with the new ‘members’
of his family. But its not just an ordinary bonding over tea, but
a time for Christian fellowship, of worshipping God, of praying
together, and discipleship lessons — things they cannot do
anywhere else because of the hostility against Christianity in
their country and region. Thus, Ruslan’s home is the place to be
(almost like a house church!).
Because of your prayers and support, Open Doors is able to
equip and support such ‘secret ministries’ for our dear secret
believers. That’s why we are just so thankful for brothers (and
sisters) like Ruslan who risk not only their homes and freedom,
but their lives just to care for and disciple persecuted Christians.
Together as one family, they grow and mature in their faith and
testify to their families and communities their Gospel-transformed
lives through creative ways.
As one, big family in Christ, although miles apart at the moment,
may we continue to welcome the Persecuted Church in our
hearts, living out these lines from the song “Welcome to the
Family” by 80’s singing songbook Psalty:
“May we always be to you, what God would have us be
A family always there, to be strong and to lean on.”
Thank you and God bless you, kapamilya kay Kristo!
*pseudonym for security

www.opendoors.ph
facebook.com/opendoorsph
twitter.com/opendoorsph
youtube.com/opendoorsph
@opendoorsph
Open Doors Magazine
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BJ Candole
Manager, Open Doors Philippines

Printed in April 2022
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Imagine: every time you open your
home to someone seeking Jesus,
you risk inviting persecution in.
That’s the situation in Central
Asia, where believers who convert
from Islam face violent opposition.
But your support keeps the door
open to the Gospel – and you are
family to isolated believers.
Ruslan* is sitting round a table, in an ordinary
family kitchen, with a group of new believers who
have converted from Islam. They appear to be
drinking tea, and the gathering is quiet and still.
But really, they are worshipping. These secret
believers are praising God with all their hearts, they
are filled with love for Jesus and each other, and
their eyes shine at the joy of being together.
This is Central Asia**, where Christians face
rejection, punishment, violence and even death
– and where church leaders like Ruslan risk
persecution every time they open their homes.

Wave of persecution
Across this region, Muslims are coming to faith in
Christ. They may become disillusioned with Islam
and start searching elsewhere. Often, they have
dreams and visions, or sometimes a close friend
shares their faith.

Ruslan, a church leader in Central Asia for 16 years. We can’t show his face or print his real name to
protect his identity.
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classmates threatened to burn her face with acid.
In one village, Muslim clerics made life impossible
for new believers. Converts were told: your
children can no longer attend school, your cattle
cannot eat the grass of Muslim livestock, and you
cannot have water to irrigate your fields. For these
families, their very survival is a struggle.

“You are not ordinary people,
but an answer from the Lord.”
Inviting in
With oppression so severe, faith must be strong.
“If you open your house, it is imperative that you
are a serious, firm believer,” said Ruslan. “You are
opening your home to the risk of persecution.”
Ruslan, a church leader for 16 years, ministers to
isolated Christians across his nation. He knows
many homes where Jesus is secretly
worshipped behind closed doors.

“Our church is poor – but when
we can’t help people, you can.”
As well as inviting people into his own family
home, Ruslan visits living rooms and kitchens

around the country. He drives an inconspicuous

But the decision to follow Jesus comes with a
high cost. “Persecution is a growing wave,” says
Ruslan. “It starts small then builds up.”

car and arrives late at night to stay hidden. Once
inside, Ruslan prays and worships with the group
(though seeing them, you would think they were
simply drinking tea), and he shares the Gospel
with men and women who convert from Islam.

For new converts, their own family can be the
greatest threat. Ruslan’s mother was aggressively
and publicly opposed to Christianity at first. Since
coming to faith, Ruslan has endured years of
persecution. His home is routinely vandalised,

It’s dangerous, risky work – but without this vital
support, new believers may become lonely and
disheartened, and lose their faith.

the windows broken again and again. Ruslan’s
daughter was beaten up at school and Muslim
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Will you be family to isolated believers
like Ruslan – and keep
the door open to the Gospel in Central
Asia?

Ruslan is committed and courageous, but he
simply couldn’t keep going without people like
you. “Thanks to your prayers and support, we are
able to survive in this hostile environment,” he

When isolated believers were banished from
their community, Open Doors helped provide
life-saving aid. “Some believers received hay,
others received water, and others received sewing

and be salt and light in their families. You ensure
isolated believers are not alone.

said.

machines or tools that could help them earn a
living,” said Ruslan. “Our church is poor – but
when we can’t help people, you can.”

you do is essential,” he said. “You are not ordinary
people, but an answer from the Lord. We know
we are not alone, but part of a large Christian
family. And what does a family do? At the hardest
moments, they support you.”

•

*Name changed to protect his identity
**We can’t tell you the name of the country we
are working in for reasons of security

Give thanks for Ruslan’s courage,
and ask for God’s protection over
his life and ministry.

•

Pray for Ruslan’s family as they
bravely open their home to
Muslims seeking Jesus.

•

Pray that isolated believers across
Central Asia will know their global
church family stands with them.

You are the family Ruslan and other isolated
believers depend on.

“An answer from the Lord.”
For more than a decade, your generous support
has strengthened Ruslan’s faith and ministry. “You
took the first step to find me,” said Ruslan, “and
you helped me personally when I could not afford
medical treatment.”

“Thanks to your prayers and
support, we survive in this hostile
environment.”

For Ruslan, you are family sent by God. “What

Right across Central Asia, your support means
secret believers stay strong in their faith. You are
giving people the courage to speak out for Jesus,

PLEASE PRAY

PLEASE GIVE

“God sets the
lonely in families.”

Every PHP 5,000 provides vital aid for
an isolated Christian family struggling
financially because of persecution.

PSALM 68:6

Every PHP 7,500 runs a training
seminar for brave leaders like Ruslan,
so they keep serving others.
Ruslan preaches, worships and shares his faith in
secret, to support new believers.

Every PHP 10,000 trains an isolated
believer in a new trade, so they can
provide for their family.

PLEASE WRITE

Your gifts and prayers mean everything to isolated believers like Ruslan. | Photo © Getty
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Be family to an isolated believer in
Central Asia by writing a letter of
encouragement today.
www.opendoors.ph
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Only prayer: sur viving
prison in Iran

M PAC T
RI

When an Iranian couple were interrogated and abused,
they depended on prayer. Your support sustained them
through years of persecution – and today their faith is as
strong as ever.
Ali was freed from drug addiction the day he
chose to follow Jesus. When his wife Zahra
came to faith too, they knew the decision would
change their lives forever. After all, the couple
lived in Iran, where converts to Christianity are
among the world’s most persecuted believers.
It wasn’t long before Ali and Zahra were arrested
for the first time. “On the way to prison, I deleted
numbers from my phone to keep other believers
safe,” said Ali. “I was taken to a cell with no
lights, toilet or blanket. They interrogated and
beat me. They wanted to infiltrate the church.”

places. We are part of the body of Christ, no matter
where we are.”
Zahra added, “While in prison, I thought to myself:
there are people who love me and cry for my pain
and, most importantly, pray for me. Without God’s
power, I could not have tolerated prison.”

“If I went back, would I still
choose Jesus? Yes!”
The couple made the hard decision to leave Iran,
and now live in Turkey. Here, your generous support
helped the whole family. They attended a seminar
to begin healing the deep wounds of persecution,
and recover from the trauma of imprisonment and
interrogation. The support and prayers of their
worldwide family helped this couple know they are
not alone.
Today, thanks to you, their faith is as strong as ever.
“If I went back, would I still choose Jesus?” said
Ali. “Yes! Through all these sufferings, Christ never
left me alone. I cannot live without him, there is no
other way around it.”

The couple were released – but two years of
persecution, harassment, threat and violence
followed. “Each day was suffering and torture,”
said Ali. No one would employ Ali, the children
were banned from school, friends and family
turned against them. They could be arrested
and questioned at any moment.

Thank you for supporting your persecuted
brothers and sisters.

PLEASE PRAY
Lift up Ali and Zahra, and their
two children Daniel and Samuel,
before God. Give thanks for
their steadfast faith, and ask
God to heal their trauma and fill
them with hope for the future.
Pray too for the church in Iran,
courageously persevering
despite intense opposition.

One thing made a difference to Ali and Zahra:
your prayers. Knowing the global church was
standing with them in prayer meant everything –
and God answered in powerful ways.
Ali and Zahra say your prayers helped them

“In solitary confinement in prison, the only
thing that strengthened us was prayer,” said Ali.
“Nothing else. Only God can go into those dark

The couple, with children Daniel and Samuel, now live
safely in Turkey.
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Every time Ruslan
opens his home,
he risks inviting
in persecution.
Will you help keep the door open to the Gospel across
Central Asia?
If Muslims want to know Jesus, Ruslan* and his
family welcome them in. Just like any church
home group would.
But in Central Asia, it’s a risk. Ruslan’s home
is routinely vandalised and his daughter was beaten up.
For new believers from Islam, faith in Christ comes with a
high cost. It can mean no school for their children, no grass
for their cattle and no water for their crops. “Persecution is a
growing wave,” says Ruslan. “It starts small then builds up.”
Isolated believers in Central Asia depend on you, their
Christian family, for support and prayers.
Every PHP 5,000 could support a Christian family
struggling because of persecution, by providing financial
aid for things like medical bills, and training them for work.
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Will you be family to isolated believers like
Ruslan – and keep the door open to the gospel
in Central Asia?
Please pray. And if the Lord leads you, please give. Visit
www.opendoors.ph for information how to give via BDO,
BPI, GCash, or PayPal. Or contact us via SMS/Viber (09988830821) or email (philippines@od.org).
Thank you and God bless!
*pseudonym used

SECRET BELIEVERS CENTRAL ASIA

