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Open Doors Philippines
is a ministry serving
persecuted Christians and
churches worldwide.

WILL YOU HELP YOUR PERSECUTED FAMILY TODAY?
Open Doors Philippines strengthens persecuted Christians in over 60 countries through
Bible and literature distribution, trainings, socio-economic development projects, relief
efforts, and many others.

Here’s how you can help:
1. Open Doors Website
Go to https://donation.opendoors.ph/
2. BDO Unibank, Inc. (BDO)
Account Name: Open Doors with
Brother Andrew, Inc.
Account Number: 003640583218

GCash

3. Bank of the Philippine Islands
(BPI)
Account name: Open Doors with
Brother Andrew, Inc.
PHP Account Number: 1991-0028-35
USD Account Number: 1994-0068-23
Swift code: BOPIPHMM
4. PayPal
Go to https://donation.opendoors.ph.
5. GCash
Send to Bank: BPI or BDO (then fill in
our bank details; don’t include “INC” in
the account name)
Express Send: 0998-8830821
6. Mail (Check)
Payable to: Open Doors with Brother
Andrew, Inc.
Send to: PO Box 1573, QCCPO 1155,
Quezon City, Philippines

We supply Bibles,
leadership training,
literacy programs,
livelihood support, and
advocacy services.
We also mobilize the
church in the Philippines
to serve Christians
living under religious
persecution.

If you have any questions
about the work of Open
Doors Philippines or
would like to hear more
about the persecuted
church, please do get in
touch.

CONTACT US:
Open Doors Philippines
(+632) 8924-4381 to 82
(+63) 998-883-0821
philippines@od.org
*Gemafe Gayondato is the official
representative of Open Doors PH

FIND US ON:

BJ’s Corner

..that’s what You are!”
“You Are God Alone” must have been playing in your mind
already if you started singing from our cover page to the title
above. What a beautiful song indeed that “in the good times
and bad”, He is God alone!
However, this phrase is also being used against brothers and
sisters in India.
“They left the Hindu gods. Stay away from them.” “She
changed her religion. She must be doing it for money (that’s
what you are!).”
And it doesn’t even end here. After the verbal abuse comes
an organized and brutal physical attack that leaves the
victims, Christians unfortunately, almost half dead. 
This is the story of our dear sister Mehr (not her real name
for security), her mother, and sister: an attack that almost
killed them, were almost denied hospital care, and eventually
lost their jobs – all for becoming Christians; all because they
attended their church’s prayer meeting. 
But yet again, the story doesn’t end here. Mehr testifies:
“Their words hurt momentarily, but my unexplainable joy
in Christ overpowered all the opposition. When this attack
happened to me, it wasn’t easy to come out of it, but God put
one thing on my heart: Do not fear for I am with you. Jesus
Christ is everything to me.”
What an unshakeable faith! Thank You Lord for how You are
the Strength of Your Persecuted Church in India!
May God’s glory continue to shine in the world’s largest
democracy through the unshakeable faith of the Indian
Church. For we all have an unstoppable God, in which
impossible things in His Name shall be done!

www.opendoors.ph
facebook.com/opendoorsph
twitter.com/opendoorsph
youtube.com/opendoorsph
@opendoorsph
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BJ Candole
Manager, Open Doors Philippines
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In the world’s largest democracy,
persecution of Christians is
organised, brutal and intensifying.
Believers are attacked on all
sides. But with the support of their
worldwide family, India’s Christians
stand firm on an unshakeable faith.
A young Christian woman lies in the street,
bloodied and unconscious. Her clothes are
torn. Her injuries are critical. Marks are visible
around her neck where her attackers tried to
strangle her.
This is a picture of persecution in India. It’s
violent, targeted and carefully orchestrated
– and so shocking that it’s making headlines
around the world.
But look beyond the brutality, and there’s
another story at work. A story of courageous,
unshakeable faith. Because right now, Mehr*
is recovering. People like you are praying
and providing practical support which fills her
with hope. And today Mehr says, “Jesus is
everything to me.”

Growing up a Hindu
Mehr’s childhood was like many others in
India, growing up in a Hindu family in a Hindu
community. One day, an uncle invited her to
church. She heard the gospel message of
peace and healing, and gave her life to Jesus.
Later, her mother and sisters did the same.
But the decision came at a huge cost.

Intense persecution

Christians like Mehr, in India, are attacked on all sides.
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Persecution has been rising in India since 2014,
and has intensified recently. That’s why Open
Doors has raised awareness, prayer and support
through the Impact India campaign for three
years. Hindu extremists, driven by an ideology

called Hindutva, desire to ‘cleanse’ the country of
a Christian presence and influence. The country
sits at number 10 on the World Watch List.
Christians are attacked on all sides. Social
media is used to spread disinformation and
stir up hatred. Believers are cut off from
their community and family. Access to work,
healthcare and justice is denied. But perhaps
most shocking are the violent attacks, even to
the point of murder.

“God sent you as divine helpers.
When everything looked dark,
your prayers uplifted me.”
Mehr’s mother and sister were returning
home from a prayer meeting when a mob
descended on them. Mehr saw and ran to
help. But the persecutors turned on her.
“They beat me mercilessly and tried to
strangle me with a cloth,” recalls Mehr, with
tears in her eyes. “I went unconscious, and
a bystander called for an ambulance. I was
wounded and bleeding and suffering from
several injuries.”
Mehr was rushed to hospital. But even there,
the family could not escape persecution.

Relentless oppression
Even as Mehr lay in a hospital bed, her
family were abused and threatened. They
went to the authorities, but no one was ever
questioned or arrested. One by one, Mehr’s
loved ones lost their jobs.
Chillingly, the attackers even bribed the
doctors and nurses caring for Mehr in hospital.
The next day, treatment ended. Mehr was
gripped by anxiety and fear. She felt hopeless
and even contemplated suicide. But God had
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not abandoned Mehr – and neither had Open
Doors local church partners.

Restored by love
“It’s true, I was devastated and crushed, unable
to understand all that was happening,” said
Mehr. “But when my sister or mother prayed
with me, I was revitalised and strengthened by
the Word of God.”
God was restoring Mehr spiritually, and Open
Doors came alongside to help practically. Your
generous support paid for Mehr’s medical
bills, and helped move her to a hospital where
Christians were welcomed. Since the family
lost their income, our partners have provided
groceries. Even now, Mehr continues to be
supported by local church partners, thanks
to you.
“God sent you as divine helpers. When
everything looked dark, your prayers uplifted
my family and me,” said Mehr. “Thank you so
much for being an encourager in my life. Surely
my cup overflows with blessings.”

Joy and purpose
Today, Mehr has extraordinary faith. She speaks
of her ‘unexplainable joy in Christ’ and prays her
persecutors would experience Jesus as she has.
This is the vital impact of your support and
prayers. India’s Christians live with the daily
threat of violent attack and persecution; the
only reason they stand strong is because of
you and the global church. With your support,
believers like Mehr know they’re not alone –
and their faith remains unshaken.
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Will you help India’s Christians
“Every
remain
circumstance
unshaken
guides
in their
mefaith?
to a future and
hope in Christ,” said Mehr. “God’s plan for my
life isPLEASE
big and IPRAY
will be used for His glory. Jesus
Christ is everything to me.”
• Pray for Mehr’s physical healing
*Name changed
as she to
recovers
protect from
her identity
injuries
caused by the attack.
•

Pray that Mehr will be salt and
light in her community, serving
Jesus with courage and joy.

•

Pray that persecuted believers
across India would stand firm
with unshakeable faith.

PLEASE GIVE
Every PHP 4,500 provides a
persecuted Christian a loan and
training, so they can open a small
business and support their family.
Every PHP 5,250 provides
emergency food, medicine and
shelter to four believers in India
affected by persecution.
Every PHP 6,500 trains 20 believers,
equipping them with a biblical
response to persecution.

WATCH MEHR ’S STORY ON
WWW.OPENDOORS.PH

Real stories, real lives
When Indian pastor Arjun* was killed by extremists, his
church chose not to live in fear. Brother Rajesh*, a church
leader and Open Doors partner in India, met Arjun’s
family. He was amazed to see that, two days after the
murder, the pastor’s wife was leading praise and worship.
In the midst of persecution, the house church movement
is thriving. Churches are being attacked, vandalised
and closed – but because advocacy has helped to build
resilience, Christians persevere in worship.
Persecution has been rising in India since 2014, and has intensified recently. Hindu extremists, driven
by an ideology called Hindutva, desire to ‘cleanse’ the country of a Christian presence and influence.

“Through your prayers we gain inner strength. You pray
for me and I can feel the strength right now. Because of
your prayers, we can face the challenging times. People
trust in Jesus more. They prayed, and their prayers were
answered. So, the heartiest thanks to you for praying,
raising your voice and caring for us. Thank you.”

Christians are attacked on all sides. Social media is used to spread disinformation and stir up
hatred. Believers are cut off from their community and family. Access to work, healthcare and
justice is denied. But perhaps most shocking are the violent attacks, even to the point of murder.
Since 2019, Open Doors has been raising awareness, prayer and support through the Impact India
campaign – and you are making a difference.
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730,000+
people were
supported
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New unity between house
churches and established
churches in India

Faith has grown as India’s
Christians see their
prayers answered
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During the Covid-19 pandemic, Brother Rajesh met one
desperate family who did not know when they would eat
again after their last meal of watery soup. Their prayers
were answered when Brother Rajesh brought food,
thanks to your support. The family shed tears of relief
and gratitude.

80,000 people received
food, medicine, clothes
and essentials in 2021

Churches in India emboldened
to raise their voice against
persecution, together

Governments around the
world are speaking out
about persecution in India

Crisis support provided
to families devastated by
the Covid-19 pandemic

“Your support
means a lot to us.
It feels like we are
one body… the one
caring for the other.
It gives us immense
joy to see people
raising their voices
for us, the Indian
church – and it
brings us hope.”
RAJESH, INDIA

*names changed for security reasons

India snapshot
•

68.9 million Christians

•

5% of the population
is Christian

•

Hindu is the majority religion

•

No. 10 in the Open Doors
World Watch List

You can read more about Christian
persecution in India at https://www.
opendoors.ph/en-US/persecution/
countries/india/
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“ We stand strong
like prophets.”

U

When Pastor Shekhar was arrested, tortured and forced
from his home in India, it almost broke his spirit. But
thanks to your support and prayers, he won’t be held
down.

M PAC T
RI

Pastor Shekhar* knew the risks of meeting with
Christians to pray and worship. After all, this is
India, a country that’s number 10 on the World
Watch List. So when policemen knocked on the
door, Shekhar was under no illusion… “Our time
of persecution has come,” he said.
Bibles were seized, threats were issued, and
the group was ordered to the police station.
There, the real violence started. For four hours,
Shekhar was brutally tortured – beaten with
bamboo canes so hard his eardrums burst.

But in their time of great need, people like you
stepped up. Thanks to your gifts and prayers,
Open Doors church partners provided medical
care, bought groceries and helped with the
rent while Shekhar’s family rebuilt their lives.

“You took care of me like an
injured bird and gave me
strength to stand on my own.”
Shekhar describes a beautiful picture of the
support you gave… “If a bird is injured, it’s
unable to get up on its own and it needs
treatment,” said Shekhar. “My life was also
incapacitated at that time. We were troubled
and tired. I had faith and belief but I didn’t
have the strength to stand on my own.

“You took care of me like an injured bird and
gave me enough strength to stand on my own.
Because of you, I’m standing today.”
Even though he’s been forced out from his
local church family, Shekhar knows he’ll always
be part of the global fellowship – and this
assurance gives him strength and courage.
Persecution in India is intensifying at an
alarming rate and the situation for ordinary
Christians remains dire. For church leaders like
Shekhar, it’s perilous. But with you standing by
his side, Shekhar will not be held down.
“We are jailed and brutally beaten and tortured,”
he said. “But we stand strong like the prophets
of old.”
*name changed for security reasons

“It was the biggest heartbreak
of my life to leave my church
behind.”
The following day, Shekhar and his family were
ordered to leave. They had no choice. Saying
goodbye to his church was devastating. “I left
that place crying and weeping,” said Shekhar.
“It was the biggest heartbreak of my life.”

Pastor Shekhar, a church leader in India, knew
persecution was coming.

Separated from their community, and with
mounting medical bills from the injuries Shekhar
sustained in the attack, the family struggled to
buy food and pay rent. Shekhar’s wife was in
shock, and she and their son lived in fear.

Your support restored Pastor Shekhar, and
strengthens his faith today.

PLEASE PRAY
Lift up Pastor Shekhar and his family before God.
Give thanks for their resilience, courage and unshakeable faith. Pray they will thrive,
with Open Doors’ support, and continue to shine the light of Christ wherever they go.
Pray for an end to the persecution of believers in India.
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Mehr* was viciously attacked in the street near her home in
India. Beaten and strangled because she is a Christian. Hospital
nurses refused to treat her injuries. Her whole family lost their
jobs.
Yet Mehr’s faith remained unshaken.
How? Because of the support and prayers of people like you.
Christians in India are attacked on all sides. Will you stand
with them when persecution shakes their world?
Every PHP 5,250 provides emergency food, medicine
and shelter to four believers in India affected by
violent persecution.
Your support and prayers can help India’s Christians remain
unshakeable in their faith.
“The plans of God are good,” said Mehr. “Every circumstance
guides me to hope in Christ.”
Please pray – and if you are able, please give. Use the response
form, or contact us at 0998-8830821 (SMS/Viber),
philippines@od.org (email), or visit our website at www.
opendoors.ph.
Thank you.
*name changed for security reasons

