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Celebrate Christmas
with the children of the
persecuted church.
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WILL YOU HELP YOUR PERSECUTED FAMILY TODAY?
Open Doors Philippines strengthens persecuted Christians in over 60 countries through
Bible and literature distribution, trainings, socio-economic development projects, relief
efforts, and many others.

Here’s how you can help:
1. BDO Unibank, Inc. (BDO)
Account Name: Open Doors with
Brother Andrew, Inc.
Account Number: 003640583218

GCash

2. Bank of the Philippine Islands
(BPI)
Account name: Open Doors with
Brother Andrew, Inc.
PHP Account Number: 1991-0028-35
USD Account Number: 1994-0068-23
Swift code: BOPIPHMM
3. PayPal
Go to https://donation.opendoors.ph.
4. GCash
Send to Bank: BPI or BDO (then fill in
our bank details; don’t include “INC” in
the account name)
Express Send: 0998-8830821
5. Mail (Check)
Payable to: Open Doors with Brother
Andrew, Inc.
Send to: PO Box 1573, QCCPO 1155,
Quezon City, Philippines
6. Giving Hero Mobile App
Download the “Giving Hero” mobile
app via Google Play/Apple Store and
look for Open Doors PH.
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*Gemafe Gayondato is the official
representative of Open Doors PH

Giving Hero

Open Doors Philippines
is a ministry serving
persecuted Christians and
churches worldwide.
We supply Bibles,
leadership training,
literacy programs,
livelihood support, and
advocacy services.
We also mobilize the
church in the Philippines
to serve Christians
living under religious
persecution.

If you have any questions
about the work of Open
Doors Philippines or
would like to hear more
about the persecuted
church, please do get in
touch.

CONTACT US:
Open Doors Philippines
(+632) 8924-4381 to 82
(+63) 998-883-0821
philippines@od.org

FIND US ON:
www.opendoors.ph

facebook.com/opendoorsph
twitter.com/opendoorsph
youtube.com/opendoorsph
@opendoorsph

BJ’s Corner

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Oh how we love Christmas! For us Filipinos,
Christmas is often the most awaited time of the
year, starting as early as the month of September
and even extending until January for some.
But more than the events and the occasions, it is a
time to celebrate the birth and the life of our dear
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
The message of Christmas after all, is the message
of God’s love. And what better way than to share
God’s love, but to share it with children who are
very close to God’s heart.
This magazine issue explores what Christmas
means to children of the persecuted church;
children who are just at the start of their journey
with Jesus and are targets of persecution just as
much as adults.
Believe it or not, persecution has huge impacts on
children’s faith and self-esteem. They often ask
themselves these questions: “Why am I suffering
because of Christ?”, “Is He worth it?”
That’s why it is of utmost importance to invest in
their faith and help them grow a strong relationship
with their Savior so they stand strong through the
storm now and in the future. After all, children are
our future leaders and world changers.
This Christmas, may you be filled with the love of
our Father and may it overflow that you may be able
to pass on the message of His love to others.
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BJ Candole
Manager, Open Doors Philippines
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Missing at
Christmas

“They wanted to get the Christians out of this country, that’s why they tried to kill them.” At Christian education
classes, Rafif is learning why her father had to die for his faith.
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Christmas is a time to
celebrate the birth of Jesus
with the people you love. But
for 11-year-old Rafif, Christmas
raises a difficult question: why
did my father die for Jesus?
Thanks to your support, Rafif
attends Christian classes to
help her find answers, as well
as the father’s love she misses.
“Christmas is always lovely,” says Rafif,
standing on tiptoes to add another decoration
to the tree. “You giggle, you laugh and most
importantly you spend time with the people
who you love.”

Rafif’s mother, Lillian, helps her daughter to celebrate
Christmas without her father, who was killed by extremists.

But there’s a loved one missing as Rafif
prepares for Christmas. He’s always been
missing from her life, because Rafif’s father
Raddif was killed for being a Christian before
she was born.

stopped before the explosion. Because of his
heroic action, only one of the young Christian
students died. But Raddif ran into danger and
paid with his life. He died before he ever met
his daughter.

“If we don’t support these children
spiritually, they will not be
able to overcome the pain and
suffering that they encounter.”
Eleven years ago, Raddif left for work in his
shop near the University of Mosul. He was the
first to notice the explosives ready to detonate,
as a bus of Christian students was about to
arrive from the surrounding villages.
“When he saw the bomb, he ran towards the
bus and shouted and waved at them,” says
Rafif. “He told them, don’t move or we will all
be dead.”
The bus drivers listened to Raddif, they all

Rafif may never have known her father, but
she has a special way to remember him at
Christmas. He left her a handmade nativity
scene to recreate each year.
“My father made this,” she says, proudly
arranging the figures of Mary, Joseph and the
baby Jesus in a papier mache cave. “I never
knew him, but by setting up this nativity scene
each year, I feel he’s there with Christmas a
little bit.”

Invest in children
As she grows older, Rafif has more questions
about her father’s life, his faith and the saviour
he died for. “When I hear my friends talk and
say ‘My dad did this with me, my dad brought
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Jesus is the spark of hope helping Rafif and her mother look to a brighter future, at Christmas and beyond.

me that, I have asked God: ‘Why did You take
my father away? Why did You do this?”
This is why it’s so important to invest in the
faith of children like Rafif and help them
develop their own strong relationship with
Jesus, so they can stand strong through the
storms of persecution both now and in the
future. If we don’t invest in these children now,
the persecuted church will have no future.
Rafif attends a Christian education class at a
Centre of Hope supported by Open Doors. Her
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teacher, Moshriq, says, “We tell children stories,
but we also do activities so that they feel like
they are part of the story. If we don’t support
these children spiritually, they will not be able
to overcome the pain and suffering that
they encounter.”
The lessons help Rafif reflect on what
happened with her father. “There are stories in
the Bible where people save the lives of other
people,” says Rafif. “When I hear those stories I
think: “Hey, that is my dad! He also died to save

the lives of others, just like the special people
in the Bible.”

“In all the darkness of this country
filled with persecution, children
have found their spark: Jesus.”
Bible gives confidence

The Bible has become more and more familiar
for Rafif, thanks to the classes. She says, “You
know, whenever I feel like I am not in the
right place, I read the Bible. That gives me
confidence that I am in the right place.”
Rafif knows that Iraq is not the only place
where children are persecuted for their faith.
All over the world millions of children miss their
parents, face violence or are discriminated
against for their faith.
“Every one of those kids should have a
Christian education class like I do,” Rafif says.
“They need to know their roots and they need
to know what the truth is, what the reason is
they suffer.”
Like Rafif, Open Doors believes that every child
persecuted for their faith should be protected
and provided for to ensure a better future for
them – as well as the long-term survival of the
church. This is where you come in. The children
of the persecuted church need your long-term
support and prayers to help make this possible.
Rafif may not be able to share a Christmas meal
with her father this year, but she does have a
spark of hope to comfort and strengthen her.
One Open Doors field worker says, “In all the
darkness of this country filled with persecution,
children have found their spark: Jesus who
came to this earth and still is with us.”
Go to opendoors.ph to watch Rafif’s
Christmas story.

Light a spark of hope for children
like Rafif facing the impact of
persecution this Christmas.
Your support and prayers can
help give a child confidence
that God is with them.

PLEASE PRAY
Pray for Rafif, and the thousands of
children like her, who are missing
loved ones this Christmas because
of persecution. Pray they will know
the presence and comfort of their
saviour, Jesus.

PLEASE GIVE
Every P3,250 gives a child Bible
teaching and Christian resources
so they stay strong and grow in
their faith.
Every P4,250 provides a Christmas
family pack with essential food, a gift
for a child and the opportunity for
them to attend a special Christmas
children’s party.
Every P8,500 pays for a year’s basic
schooling for two children of pastors
who were killed for their faith.

LEARN MORE
Visit www.opendoors.ph to read
our in-depth children’s persecution
report. You’ll discover more about
what persecution looks like for
children in the top 50 countries on
the World Watch List.

9

U
YO

M PAC T
RI

YO

Christmas gif t brings
hope all year
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Christmas can be a bittersweet celebration for children
like 13-year-old Sele, in Nigeria, who’ve lost loved ones
to persecution. Yet the long-term, committed support
and prayers of people like you is helping to make
Christmas special, and the future bright.

M PAC T
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Sele misses his father at Christmas. Yet thanks to your support, he can study hard at school and
feel hopeful for the future with his mother, Cecelia.
10

Sele’s face when he opened his special
Christmas gift was priceless. The new shirt,
trousers and an illustrated Bible were just
what he wanted. The gift was from you, in
that it was made possible by your support
from Open Doors.

Christmas is a poignant time of year for Sele
and his family. While they love to celebrate
the birth of Jesus in their community, they’re
also painfully aware of the empty seat at their
Christmas table. Sele’s father was killed in
2011 because he was a Christian. Now, your
support blesses Sele at Christmas, as well as
changing his life all year round by paying for
him to go to school.

School of hope
“I want to say thank you to the brothers
and sisters who are helping me to pay my
school fees, may God bless them,” says Sele.
“If I don’t go to school, I will feel very sad,
because I will not become the doctor I want
to be.”
Sele loves school and works hard to fulfil
his dream of becoming a doctor, so he can
‘save lives and help people’. After school, he
completes his homework, but he must also
do backbreaking work on the farm to help his
mum put food on his family’s table. The loss
of his father’s labour has hit the family hard.
“When my husband was alive, we were living
peacefully. He was a farmer and provided in
all our needs,” says Cecelia, Sele’s mother.
When he was killed in a town attack on
Christians, “I decided to hold on to Jesus...”
she says. “My concern was just to feed my

children and make sure they go to school.”

“I want to say thank you to the
brothers and sisters who are
helping me to pay my school
fees, may God bless them.”
Food and faith
Sele’s school not only gives him the invaluable
opportunity to study, but also helps him to grow
as a Christian and understand more of the faith
his father died for. This is a Christian school
where it’s safe for Sele to pray and share his
faith openly.
Cecelia
Please
is proud
prayof her son’s attitude and
achievements, as well as grateful for your help
in
sending
Pray
thatSele
the Lord
to school.
will protect
She says,
Sele“I
and his family so that they can be
salt and light in their community.
Pray that Sele and other
persecuted Christians will have a
peaceful Christmas this year.
Pray that the hope and joy they
experience will inspire others
around them.

Learn More
Visit www.opendoors.ph to read our
in-depth children’s persecution report.
You’ll discover more about what
persecution looks like for children in the
top 50 countries on the World Watch
List.
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“In all the darkness of this country filled with persecution
Children have found their spark: Jesus who came to this
earth and still is with us,” says an OD field worker in Iraq.
Today will you help other children to find the same?
“I have asked God, why did you take my
father away?” says Rafif, whose father was
killed in a bomb targeting Christians. Your
support helps her find answers and
know God’s love.
Rafif knows that all over the world millions
of children lose their parents, face violence
or are discriminated against for their faith.
“Every one of those kids should have
a Christian education class like I do,”
Rafif says.
Open Doors shares her vision: that every
child persecuted for their faith should be
protected and provided for. Without them,
the church has no future.
CHILDREN AT CHRISTMAS

Your long-term support and prayers could
mean children like Rafif will be able to grow
in faith and face persecution with strength.
Every P3,250 gives a child Bible
teaching and Christian resources so
they stay strong and grow in their
faith.
Every P4,250 provides a year’s
basic schooling for two children of
pastors who were killed for their faith.
Every P8,500 pays for a year’s basic
schooling for two children of pastors
who were killed for their faith.
For more details to give your gift, please
contact us at 0998-8830821 or visit us at
www.opendoors.ph.

