A LO N E , B U T N O T A B A N D O N E D
THE OPEN DOORS MAGAZINE

Stand with isolated Christians
in the most dangerous
countries to follow Jesus.
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WILL YOU HELP YOUR PERSECUTED FAMILY TODAY?
Open Doors Philippines strengthens persecuted Christians in over 60 countries through
Bible and literature distribution, trainings, socio-economic development projects, relief
efforts, and many others.

Here’s how you can help:
1. BDO Unibank, Inc. (BDO)
Account Name: Open Doors with
Brother Andrew, Inc.
Account Number: 003640583218

GCash

2. Bank of the Philippine Islands
(BPI)
Account name: Open Doors with
Brother Andrew, Inc.
PHP Account Number: 1991-0028-35
USD Account Number: 1994-0068-23
Swift code: BOPIPHMM
3. PayPal
Go to https://donation.opendoors.ph.
4. GCash
Send to Bank: BPI or BDO (then fill in
our bank details; don’t include “INC” in
the account name)
Express Send: 0998-8830821
5. Mail (Check)
Payable to: Open Doors with Brother
Andrew, Inc.
Send to: PO Box 1573, QCCPO 1155,
Quezon City, Philippines
6. Giving Hero Mobile App
Download the “Giving Hero” mobile
app via Google Play/Apple Store and
look for Open Doors PH.
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*Gemafe Gayondato is the official
representative of Open Doors PH

Giving Hero

Open Doors Philippines
is a ministry serving
persecuted Christians and
churches worldwide.
We supply Bibles,
leadership training,
literacy programs,
livelihood support, and
advocacy services.
We also mobilize the
church in the Philippines
to serve Christians
living under religious
persecution.

If you have any questions
about the work of Open
Doors Philippines or
would like to hear more
about the persecuted
church, please do get in
touch.

CONTACT US:
Open Doors Philippines
(+632) 8924-4381 to 82
(+63) 998-883-0821
philippines@od.org

FIND US ON:
www.opendoors.ph

facebook.com/opendoorsph
twitter.com/opendoorsph
youtube.com/opendoorsph
@opendoorsph

BJ’s Corner

Alone. The one thing we all
felt during the lockdowns.
Isolated. Excluded. Distanced. Separated. We all did
it for our safety and our loved ones’. We sacrificed not
seeing them as often as we like or used to (esp. during
holidays or celebrations). Many even lost theirs. And
some of us still got the virus even with our strictest,
personal safety measures. It happened to me, my wife,
and our one year old baby too.
Staying in isolation felt like the best thing to do at
the height of COVID-19, but it has badly affected our
emotional and mental health. Thank God that we are
slowly opening up, and we can only pray that it gets
better and better even with the threats of new variants.
For the Persecuted Church, the feeling of being alone
is no longer new. They have been experiencing it even
before the pandemic. When one decides to follow
Jesus, his immediate family disowns him; when one
is discovered for her newfound faith in Christ, her
community or neighborhood exiles her; when one
‘converts’ from his country’s major religion, he is seen
and treated as someone of lesser worth; and when
one flees her country to escape these threats, there is
no turning back. Imprisonment, even death, awaits.
These are just some of the stories behind the World
Watch List, Open Doors’ annual ranking of the top 50
countries where Christians experience the worst kinds
of religious persecution. For the first time in almost
two decades, North Korea drops to #2 to give way to a
new leader: Afghanistan.
This is more than statistics. This represents the lives of
millions of our persecuted brethren. And as you read
on and know more about the 2022 WWL, we pray that
God will lead you to do one thing immediately: PRAY
FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH.
Your prayers will surely make them feel less alone.
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BJ Candole
Manager, Open Doors Philippines
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RUN FOR
YOUR LIFE

Zabi’s father was killed for his faith, her brother ‘disappeared’. Now, her own future is uncertain.
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Zabi escaped when the Taliban
took over in Afghanistan. But
how long can she keep running?
Your support and prayers are
needed more than ever, to keep
hope alive for Christians facing
the greatest persecution.
The Taliban know Zabi’s* secret, so her
life is in danger. “My family are secret
believers,” she says. “A few years ago,
the Taliban came and they took my father
away, because he was a Christian. They
tortured him for months and then they killed
him. A few months later, my brother also
disappeared. We never heard of him again.”
When the Taliban took over in August
2021, Zabi knew she had to run for her life.
Zabi is young, well-educated and active in
human rights: all dangerous qualities that
make her a target. Some Christians like Zabi
were able to escape Afghanistan in August
along with the international forces leaving
the country. But Zabi was left behind. Her
life under threat, she was forced to gather
whatever possessions she could find and
run for the border.

“I may have to go into hiding,
or be deported to Afghanistan.
I may be killed if that happens.”
Now, Zabi is living in another country. It’s not
safe for us to tell you where. But the danger
isn’t over for her. She says, “Our situation
is desperate. I have money in my bank
account, but cannot access it from here. I
have a visa but it will expire soon. What will
happen to me? I don’t know. I’m praying I
can leave this country and go somewhere

Zabi’s home is no longer safe for her, because she’s
a Christian.

safe. I may have to go into hiding. Or I’ll be
deported to Afghanistan. I may be killed if
that happens.”

Strong faith remains

Thankfully, God led our frontline partners
to Zabi and thanks to your help, we have
been able to give her food, pay her rent and
given her money to stay safe and survive.
Our partners have prayed with her and
encouraged her to stay strong in her faith.
Thanks to your support, we can continue to
help her – though we don’t know what the
future may hold.
Our partner tells us, “Zabi is grateful for the
support, she’s so thankful that we’re helping,
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Afghanistan was no. 2 on the World Watch List before the Taliban took over in August 2021.

but at the same time, she’s still in shock about
what happened.. We just have to be with her
and help her where we can. And we pray that
God opens a door for her so that she can be
safe.”

Immediate response

It’s been shocking to watch the speed of
deterioration in Afghanistan this year, and to
understand just how vulnerable the church
has become to extreme persecution in so
short a time.
Open Doors’ mission has always been
covert, and we can’t always give details
about our work. We can tell you that your
generous and reliable support enabled
our partners to respond immediately to
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the crisis. They remain in close contact
with secret believers, providing spiritual
encouragement and emergency support as
needed.

“You are a strand of hope to me.
There’s a chance I may live.”
The situation is volatile, borders and camps
remain closed. The church is small and
scattered. Many are in hiding. But we are
continuing to do all we can to support
vulnerable secret believers and are ready to
scale up as the need and opportunity arises.
There’s no question the needs of the
persecuted church in the region are
significant. That’s why we’re launching a
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Stand as one with them so they
do not face persecution alone.
Visit www.opendoors.ph from
January 20 onwards to find out
how persecution has changed in
our 2022 World Watch List. Sign
up for our month of prayer for
Afghanistan in February and join
our year of prayer for the country.

PLEASE PRAY
For strength for believers who feel
called to stay and be ‘salt and light’ in
Afghanistan. Pray that God will open
new doors for the believers.
Pray for our frontline partners
ministering to believers who have
fled their country. Pray for smooth
processing of the relief aid, such as
fruit, meat, rice, warm clothes and
hygiene kits.

year of prayer for Afghanistan.
And if you feel moved to give, you can contribute
to a fund that will provide long-term support
to believers facing extreme persecution in the
countries identified by Open Doors’ research
as the ten most dangerous. With your help, our
field teams are determined to reach every secret
believer with the support they need.
Your support means everything to persecuted
Christians like Zabi. She says, “Thank God for
your food and clothes deliveries, your financial
support and your prayers and encouragement.
You are a strand of hope to me. There’s a chance
I may live.”
*Name changed for security reasons; images
are illustrative.

Pray against the spirit of violence
in the country and ask the Lord to
hinder any extremist attacks.

PLEASE GIVE
Every PHP 2,500 provides one
month of emergency food, medicine
and clothing to a family of refugees
fleeing extreme persecution in
Afghanistan.
Every PHP 3,150 gives seven secret
believers a Bible.
Every PHP 5,000 provides
discipleship training to 20 secret
believers.
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ALONE
With your help, she’s
not abandoned.
“They killed my father, because he was a
Christian, and my brother was never seen
again,” says Zabi*, who ran for her life when
the Taliban took over. “I may have to go
into hiding, or be deported to Afghanistan.
I may be killed if that happens.”
Afghanistan has drawn the world’s attention
to the vulnerability of Christians who share our
faith but not our freedom. Christians like Zabi,
whose life and hope hangs by a thread. She
told us: “You are a strand of hope to me. There’s
a chance I may live.”
Persecution has been growing alarmingly
around the world. Your long-term gifts and
prayers are vital for the survival of the church.

Every PHP 2,500 provides one month of
emergency food, medicine and clothing
to a family of refugees fleeing extreme
persecution in Afghanistan.
Every PHP 3,150 gives seven secret
believers a Bible.
Every PHP 5,000 provides discipleship
training to 20 secret believers.
WORLD WATCH LIST 2022
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You’re showing Christians like Zabi, in the worst
places to be a Christian, that they are not alone.
You’re supporting them to be salt and light.
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Visit opendoors.ph from
January 20 onwards to
see the new World Watch
List of countries where
faith costs the most.
Sign up for our month of
prayer for Afghanistan in
February and join our year
of prayer for the country.

